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S !¦»«. of ottr ColineIImeii either do

' "t 11 r;'1«. i tand or <io not approve tlinl
se lion of the propped hospital ordi-
'¦¦O'-i' which would place patients un-
i r the i v( lir ive .are of hiciiiIh rs of
tl e f:. This rathe] than opposition
'.> !'.<. fundamental principle Involved

> tl''1 expense of necessary Im
t s, I the . \planation of u,o

< ....»¦'!". ar' ion las; nc-riit in t eferrin:;
.i wlii.lo subject to the Admlnlstra¬
ti vu Hoard.

'I .. there hould lw titiy disagree-
'Mihe r ;. .1. The ;..[¦!..

at >'ii i:i their demand for a mu-
" 1 hospital, and thev had hoped
«!'.¦¦¦ t .-Ill I !..¦ I \ 11. r;t bei: ii fit

. a- t iei wo ild follow I Via
th t an will tot endanger the ultl-
'. : Int it may discourage some

, <¦ who I!.i \ e wo'hod for a mod-
rn h -spital.

11" :: ;. r. \ do the rii:ht
t1 :->r its: worthy .-ri.-h ami its fn-

v ;nu r. We d< t w ish to
iii.ri asonalde regulation;-, or to

e. eipropet I <. strictlolUi Otl I i" pa-
win' eon o r r treatment. At

' .. (¦ we want to utile/" tills
! ;ir pf"-s:1 le for ; a -hing

t .> ha ve It . Ins* y a f-
d . d a 1 College of

U i I o.., to loll. w that
a i.:au w :....!» has Im <*ri

' 'HI i', < her cities.
e \ ;:c i ; .t t lie h< spillll

-i .. cha : ¦; e of 8';.

'.} com pet "tit attlh .ritb «, and
can tot .'...> any logic in a contrary

. \ .« «1 5 haso.) tl
t. el. I'.iets:

W' 1>. '!¦ vc that patients will
'mil: i. tit it tli y are under

;'v Is n of «.ne h.'-t of men.
t ther jiad familiar with all

tha may ari; e T" il-
let tit [. uppo: .« tlx '..OS-
r. 1 ae. < ssll.l" t" all phy

I t us presume that an hum-
tagtrtnt: comes to ii," h .spital

f- '.* serious operation, which Is
! t leading Richmond sui

W1 n that man i.e placed in a

a d in recovering who is best
'

to tnlt; M <r to him- the physician
wo: -. .'it t!*e dire -r supervision

th< «...» "ti. or the family p' yslelan,
'he fa mill.> - with the

o' the after-1seattnentv
tl hi >. t i ::.¦ tu 'wi r. tor is

. 'w¦ *. a r. fleet),.j; on th<" ability
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P* ".! re < "i ently and . .ore
<". -.o'v,! iiv in -hie fash ion Tf the

1 -:-... a a ordii'.nnee permitting
r' . s < o praeth e la t .«

V* 1 nltiil it will, i a e!Te t. !.<» ,»|V
to ' vi pl<> l-lan t'.e adv;*! 'age*

t lv:'t.» ovp!- :1 wit)out the ex-

mI: " tlnlnt.* '.¦v.* 15" cat; l»rlnt:
' -nt to til" h'sptal, loe|' th~

.if to h i" vi, fp^ and nurse him
' .e e;t .. at" ! .. hnrge

I il t for atf r..' >.re Why should
1 'do tills tl.e physician, and

'It'.'", t v i i. | f he Jlfl t i, t
0 ti "\pet e v. lire scientific treat-

! 11 v. "!.,...! \ J"r ". e to
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*.-*' to prlvate inns wo thi
t < th> great e.bj. ts in vlnv

ve]..prtirnt n !.:i. ). ti,i a ..r a

"dl. 1 c> ntr". 'I'll" «>ti«- crent
>hstaclo in the why of a medical ctlticn-
loh in Hlchittoml Hits been the iiicU of
' il n.at-rial Th." Memorial II"'-

!. v '".'ic a r <dle \\ of'i., ha
' Ii' ".ed otnti ..dationa for ft
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:il, he t: for I.tir
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to ki.uv.' wherein th» oil it

;t hospital?) of the country hdi'o
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.". vela eh, v .tl, ,-.l||,K in ,1
Whit" 11.. i" otm Whi u it
>''ow it to a Itiid;. It. . they'll .Mill
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pOfiUUIU.

oi u hi-:i.tei> i'oi.k i:.
'!'!><. best Ohristmna present the com¬

missioners can give tho policu will ho
an cider allowing thcin to lay liable
tho heavy holts they now wear. Noth¬
ing would a<hl more to the peace of tuinil
and to the personal comfort of our

otlleeis.
The recent iimcmlinent to the rcgu

'at!, n on the s ibjeet has accomplished
little L-ood. It provides that :»! I ofllcerx
. m pt thu.'-i doing duty on Hroad and
M Stri cts and at pill lie places may
.tip'¦:.! without licit-, and that at 1 -
eh el; all ot thetn may remove tho

!.,]. |*iit this, ns we understand, does
m:>t afford relief to sumo of the men
wiio moat need it.
There ran ho no denying the fact

that r Itichmoi'.d wanted a force of
jiicture-booU police the belts should
iu a part of their uniform. They arc

somewhat attractive and they };ivo
most i f t! men a well-groomed, dis
.iplineil a ranee. 1 Jn t Richmond
iv;¦ nta her police for use and not for
beauty.

In such n ease the hi It" are a handi-
ap to tli- men. They are heavy; they
r»i eutnl some. and. worse i-1 ill. tlfv
dace the oMlcers n t :i serious < 1 i 1

.anta^e in t'^hts Still more seriotta
is the f..:t that a iioliceman cannot
1i:-.\\ lia revolver fjuleklv \s i11 th«
InMt about his waist

1.'. then, tliis new addition lo the
Miiptiieiit l'ij burdensome and worse

I an tireless, w hy continue It V

\ N XI'OSTI.K til-' \ Vt'lO V\ 1.1VM.
"It was a eh i in it; day and the

:in, strt ...mine t*.» h ti .. windows.
. f Wren's majestic building, lit up a

itnuvaole scene, flu* centre of which
,vas the alert. vigorous-looklng old i

I'eteran. n historical representative of
ill that s- I ?t in American life, to
.vliom the mother of l-Jiiirlish unive:
¦'.ties paid homage."
Dr William < 'sIt. formerly profes-

"r of medicine ir tl*.e Johns Hopkins
University and now Regius professor
f medicine nt Oxford, so describes
he conferment, cm. November .j. of tin:
T-stltutlOTi'a highest ncadenilcal ills
;ncf:¦ n, 'be doctorate of letters, upon
earles 1'ranein Adams. of Massaeliu-
etts. lVo may well ncree with T"»r
V-ler when lie declares that "the uni-
ersitv did ' rself honor when she
nrolled tl< distinguished American
imujiiu h< i graduates " ! <

Mr. Powell; fellow of St. John*8 Coi-
:;e, -aid In the presentation address
hat Mr \ciams "will always be re-
nc Tiib'-reii for hi." tli t iu; efforts a :i

iiiv.t*' . iti:i,n i:i hi filing the wounds
nt' cted b; war nt I In removing all
»'. iter fi . 11 i r: of ib feat. He upvc a
ina r it able proof of t >. in his lectures
t Oxford) by the unstinted praise

.. ho be-»iowe|. not. on Vis own
Ie but Co the illtistmus pair 'if cr ne .

iis or the o; posit- sirte, Robert le-O
i d Thomas .l.'ioUsoi who was a :
tr 'ie W..11 on tl ' battlefield."
Viiginl: nd t lie ri M of Ihe South

It- thlf lat 't at d most notable. J
? i t t!o': if Mr. Adams's nd at " i:lad-

r til ;?:.*. t i war In part iri rerun- ,

n if his endeavors to weld the '

eetlons toRethei In common admit a - j'
of the great figures of the War

tetween the St iter- Ilia claim ihul
t;.*.. ral la-* should be admitted "anionic

>.'¦ \v«ii Id's great r¦ more American i
mmorta!' Is all tie- more vain* d by
lie So-ith bicau:-'' Mr Adams served
. . ough the war in the l.'nion army,
¦eeivod public honor for hit- valor at

:"iilh Mo-intain and unbuckled 1 'a ,
womI as .. hi eve|-brigadier. I'ir tril .*
it' 111 t' .. crea*. captain of the v

. eraey at 'he t ,ei centennial a. t !...>

.a. tun, ir. I!"i7, ^ j hiin tiie u rat i'.u ie
if a [teople \\h>~> know that lie Is h t
.uritan of I'tivitans. the direct «ie:-. . ml- '

nt oi the two Adamses who filled tiie
hlef maulatrtie of t'n> republic. llo j

a living force f;a nohle national-
-in, nil Ainerlenn clli/.< n of whom all '

\' :eii' UI'S In list l>e Iirotlll

S I It MM TKI'l\SI Iti: STOI. i ; \.
It.iiv now has an art myall r\ of it-

\\ ti in the strant e dis: ppe. ranee from
ti ;-'. 11 i vi: i a no, in i'l«irenie. of a fa-
.ii- bron/i at trilnit' iJ to iienvenuto

"eiiini. S wni lean who \va: repairing Jin a 11 a r of Iho old ni"i .istery having .

with 11, r I a t iii'-, 11 bia-i'i -a i
d in c 1 the m ea ii ti me,

i-'l- r-11111; police, T1II -lied with vie
Il their of "Mona la: a."

.i« aouring the city for the intsyiiig
i ze

A u fro:n Ii:" -.!;'-sel oi from Iho
ot l: iivmit'i t'ellini- "old lien"

'. 1 I :. t c; ii him -is "I II.tl eat
.i. l so much for the worl ma.iibhip as
i" t' e .- -ri '1 lie nan .. of I'eiiini is '

: ..>. tu ii oiiern In. t-.i n .;

art, :r. h.-- "i'< :.>iis the only one
!' b i. *r worl..- thai lias main-

tallied t !;:.: Tin- man iiim-
eli, howevii ;1i alway remain one
f tli- an t'-ii ng :igur«->. ot the

...i lead n: .-"ildsmit 1 of j
Ia 111 ;-1, .' *o | 11 i I* t '' 1 : 1

iw n ai.eiMn v. . i ver ea:-i large
t i a .« I'i .: ill, I '< lliii i was

u CI I .1 Soil vivctll. Some- !
t ing of liii "niimor may be found in
1 I .ti a:,i i . i he : i ip- d in
t e hair (if i'i iii,'. i"u< e wiiich was

lii-eo\ red u I few yeai: ago.
i ,irveloir aij|.

II 1 H'S t IllOW II.

n book tiiiit lias
retnaritiillle era

Hlit It IS 11 v
l-i '-.!¦.tphy t)
11 n- the iriiisl
c<nne in iim i

(I (anion.- "I'rinci" «¦: Maeiiinvi lli not
<¦>.. 'elinivtii'

t 11 Ili-nai t n- i i. . tr. I 11 if
«. i 1 a. I .»11

iti l-'iainh t and ' I¦ cm conviclion-
l » I v. IH a I e: 11 I'I 1 favorite of

I How < hi < mild it he, he armies, j
-.

, wh'-iii vi r i i ,\ :. , d (..ri h in jiho morning. It In nhadow had about it I
ail un ole of i lory"
-i n -I n i vr li- |

\ I n ii a \ .. w i Hal;.' was
t lie v/o rid, 11 i d Cell in i \ i.' oi.io;.; rapliy. I

I ioiw others would like to spend('t il i'.vi, we ilo»; t know, but wivd
Ii . i" put i'i mil * a' ai i-al . Vll Jil. * i ' 1 il-d . let I.' i hi ...fs 11) the
ai ii.' I '' of two «.bl VI I lid -

'11 . 1V111K "Tin Ki> 1,1 «he Straw."

Will !'.. tip old -: stii-.r. d -ai who
reiii<;nibei when iiiiis Mcneiik died I
IliO lilllt time'.' i
<

WHAT WAS NEWS
FIFTY YEARS AGO

Itrprlnfn! from 'l'hla Nrvr«pnper,

AvcrJII'M Knlilrrw.
Tho hope Is ontortalnod thai tho

yi'-attr part of the Yankees under
.werili will be captured. On Sundayth« v were mot at tin- junction of Roar-
in;: Kim ac«l the Covington Hat I road
l>y Colonel Jackson and lilt* command,ami a brisk engagement ensued In
wliich the raiders were driven hack.
Two u'idnii and fifty ol their uurn-
1.1-:- were captured. The rest of tho,party continued their retreat in the di-
rr.'tion ol Junction Store, in Itotetourt
County. ne.ir which point it Is tinder-
stood that General Imboden is posted.! it 1itctourt the citizens wore turn-
iu t: out in crowds to tho aid of tho
i c.ular forces atid wore renderingmost efficient service

The CouRrc**.
The Senate, on motion of Mr. Simins,of Kentucky, passed the hill authoris¬

ing the payment to tho Governor of
Kentucky of il.000,000, to bo applied
for the use of thi' Kentucky troops in
tho Confederate service.

In the |lou>*"\ iii° antisuhstituto bill
r. as ii. lia ted.

i'rom l.ee's \rmy.
Major General Karly lins been as¬

signed to the command of t)v- ValleyMfpart nient of Viiuinia. ^sith his hoad-
<1 tia ri¦ i s at Staunton. Cenerul Karly

!...¦ iIji rls lit t .«I for this position and
will doubtless v liare.e tho duties of
iv ; i v. jdaee with ciedit to himself

and acceptability to his country.
t.Vneioss will, probably at iis pres¬

ent : -ssion. rv ate the ollici' of prov-
'..t marshnll t: etiern I for this army.«>ur on espoiideiil in the Army of
\ thrill Virginia recommends Major
t'.i ¦- i><rtI, nf Hi. hinond, who has been
act inn n that capacity foi the* last
ten months.

The chaplains of this army held a
rr.» t i:r at dratiRC <"oilrthous« on l"ri-
d: Most interesting reports \\ c re
ri;a«ie, which show a high state of re-
lie i. i:s feeling throughout the army.To t:. it sainted hero. Stonewnl! Jack-
-on in due much, if not all. of the pros- |ni system by wlileli the chaplains in
"tir army are enabled to do so much
-.. I'd And hy the way, lot me saythat my firm conviction is that the i
ureal success of this army is due to
the religious elements which reach
'V ry corner of it. whilst, on tho other
ha ml. I am very much disposed to fear,
from what I have been told by officers '
wl > have }=. rved in the Army of Ton¬
ne- . ¦e. that the l.-.ek of success of that
11 r. i\ is due '.> th- want of religious
inlluei upon the troops.

I")' tin is I >r iscoil, of Ma rmad ui' e Joh Tt -

-i .'s division troni lU'-innonil, was e\-
.utcd at sii'Dii l-'iidav. by shootini;,f. >. .it1 .¦rini" cT desertion. His wife

up : nd took charge oi h;s body
imi! took it to Kichmoml ' >r inierment.
A t1 e i sad warning to those v.'h'i |t.-avo tio i! country and standard with-|

I-rn. issim:' The time u is\ when
Join ra I I.' e was- illsposed to look

ic ii; <>n this 1 ii d of eoniluct. That
time has passed, however, ai i I bc-
I'-ve that c'..-\- si-i:toi,i*e will l>e rig-d I y irried i to execution."

Ituttiii llimiirrd.
Kdiuiiud Kullin. the venerable V"»r
i>:a pritririt, has been invited by the

-et.at" ot South C rolina to a scat in
be Si iiaK' i hainber.

Itun Hut by >lr«i. l.ineolii.
.\ s.jiall boy was knocked down on

'.¦ill > lv.'iiia Avenue, in Washing inn,
t wer-k and run ov« r by Mrs. Kin-

oli.'- can i:.ire. breaking his leg and
tie rwisc iijurinv him. Mrs. Klncoln

. d< the 1 1 into hoi carriage and car-
i' d kitu to his home.

\ Now ISrlKinller.
i 'donel John H. I'hambliss. Jr. of
. Tii it * "ii tli Virginia Cavalry, has

. ...n promoted by the President to the
ank of brigadier-general.

linn Idiii'iiln's McxNiigo Took.
The X w York Herald, in a lengthy

uncle tm the subject of sensational-
? in. sa id last u eek

"* Mil 'f pure love for President l.in-
oln. w .. tried to make a sensation
li'OUt ! is m ess a l e the oilier day, but

tried in vain. ltefore the war we
I d to print an edition of from 10.000
i. .!0,000 copies of the Item Id, contain-
i Hit Pn > :«|r-nt's iiK-s.siiKes, and all
11so copies were boujrht up like hot

is bv the ciic-r public. tni M'jm-
we obtained the tlrsl copy of Mr.

,.i oln's mi "-sa^e by telegraphing. We
i11ted ii tlrsl and had our extra ready
'M (I 'M Ici-py coiltempot :t rie.H i.in-v

a at ilu v wet e about The newsboj s
.< notified b thi bulbtins that the

. .. au-c w.i: in town Well, we print
. 1 A pi' S of the lliess;an<-. < if D'Oje

"l'l 1w copies to the newsboys
'i ioiitil illy, we should have been

t u i I.' a. the newsboys elusslcnlly
t.-.-. ill w i I! the rcinaitiiiit; r:ou, had

lot i> .otinlrymaii come iilong in the
..k of liii' and bought the \\"hole
tell on a venture (o dispose of it on

is way home. We have every ma¬
in, lo b' lieve that our country < a>-
o:. - r sincerely repeiileil of hia bar

n This litflo ineUiont is the .strong-
pro.,!' wi could produce >>2 th< coni-

dete 11»«| i ff relief of the public.-'

Voice of the People
'I'lie tliieo <( lie* I Ion on I lie I'liiiitl.

I'-, tlir i'.ditor of The Tiuies-Dlspateli
Sit Tho raci issue is rapidly !><.-
uiiiin ai ule In re. and the worst feature

i' the situation lbs iii the fact that
p. r cenl of tin population is from

K.. 11 as, Nebi'iiskn and oth<>r Middle
VV.-st Slates, and ai- absolutely at sen
is to how to treat :i ni'Ki'o. They
wcid out of their way to invito thein

. .. from the cruelty i i of tho South.
Vow let tli . fit i take their medicine.

i It. PKVTOX.
I .os Aiigeb s, i 'al

Abe Martin

Soiiiehudi|> has aai<l tJiat after th'
y il l* wit t' wearin' vests wo kin stop

ii. occasionally an' borrow ii mulch.
Vi- tin" maybe wo idn nit 'eni t' strike
i! f< iis too. Th' less a feller deserves
th' more he kicks When lie's disap¬pointed.

WHEN THE CLOTHES MAKE THE MAN.
By John T. McCutcheon.

(Copyright: 1918: By John T. MoOutchoon.l

Before Bill got a job.

TEL m
-i ?

*
After Hill got a job.

AUDITOR MOORE'S TAX PLAN
Third Letter

Prepared for I he limes-Dispatch by 1 honias Walker Page, Ph. D., Professor
of Political Economy in the University of Virginia.

In :t recent letter I ventured to e\-
press the <ji>liiion that, with a slightino'litU-ation, Auditor Mour<:'s plan t"i
separating tho sources of SState amilocal mmmi. s would involve no injus-tict> to tli»- ilizon.s nor the business Iii-
tcrests of VIi uinla. The question then
arises: Will the plan work?
Dlijo'iiouii "on Principle" to 'I'm Segre¬

gation.
1Wore takimr up tho matter of sufli-

¦:>-n«.y of revenue nnd'T this particularplan, either to State or to localities.
ar<- a few general objections to

lip- principle of tax segregation itself
that I want to point out.
The first is t'-at it promotes waste¬

ful ness, i iin-li->..> 111 :< i agciiictil utid ex
11 agant . v|>eiuiit in es, all of which
!mV» to bo hot i,. ii\ a small and help-I- iiiltiority in ih'* people, upon m huin
unjust and uin-qual burdens might I)"
i-itpored. I h.-ivt- already tried t" show
i:i a !\.rmor letter that a slight changeit. 1 r. Moor- -'s plan would make thi.s'
objection inapplicable here in Virginial-'or example, those opposed to tJie planpoint out that our i(iuiu: hoards of
supervisors and commissioners of the
revenue are chosen l»v popular vote.Th'- majority of the voters are lahor-inn men and farmers of .small moans,who naturally wish to have their prop¬erty assessed at as little as possible,ami at tin- same time 10 have the tax.
rate. Ii. pt low. The only way to do thisiind io raise enough revenue is to put
a high assi-Hsment on incomes and on
l In- kinds of property that they them¬selves do not generally possess. Insuch a community, it has heeu asked,what i-llli lice would there lie for s« tl V-
industry that is not agricultura 1 '.' Thefarmers would )¦.. tin- only propertyowning class larue enough to defend
'>; interests at tin- polls. It is truethat the merchants, being taxed hy the
State, might not lie hurt. Itut con¬sider the situation of the niaiiufac-
turers. millers, owners of mining ma-hinery, and others. A numher ofthese industries are represented in thecounties, sometimes in a small way,sometime:-, on a considerable scale, and i
the public welfaro requires that theybe encouraged. Hut lite power to tax is
ih" pow r (¦> destroy, a Jul when you
turn them over to the local govern¬
ment. \ on surrender their fate utterlyinto the hands of a class from whose
interests their own are divergent.
Of course, the danger of abuses of

similai nature is no greater in tiie
counties among the farmers than in the
cities- perhaps not so great. The
counterpart, of the practices mentioned
can very readily be imagined for our
urban centres. City government in the
I'nited States has certainly not shown
itself so upright and just In other re-
spects as to warrant Its being trusted
with the uncoiiirolled power to lax!

In answer to the statement that this]danger lurks in tax segregation, we
ina> assert that it is based on the as-
sumption that our local governingboards ami commissioners of the rev¬
enue lack both common honesty and
common sense. t'ut such an answer Is
baldly fail. Injustice is not always
wanton and intentional. It is often duo
to ignorance; still oftener to careless¬
ness. Kurthermore. in the matter of
assessing and paying taxes, we must
admit that tbere does seem actually
to prevail in this country a different
standard of morality from the standard
regulating ordinary business conduct,
it ought not to bo so; hut It is so; and
in revising our tax system, this dif¬
ference must lie reckoned with. No
one would he willing to accuse our
properly owners, assessors and com¬
missioners of wholesale perjury arid
persistent disobedience of the law. Yet
it is a notorious fact, a fact admitted
hy the owners assessors and commis-
t ioners themselves, that property Is
now assessed, contrary to law, at far
less than its true value. There Is a
conscious and confessed attempt in
every tax- district to shift from Itself
to others the burden of providing rev¬
enue for the government.

In view of these facts, II Is feared
by many that oppose tax segregation
that a change of tax system would not
work a change of human nature; that
both in city and in county the majority
would try by all sorts of devices to put
the burden of providing local revenues
on the shoulders of the minority.

II is (rue that (his is not a popular
argumeni against segregation, for
"home rub1," especially in tJie .South, is
a term to conjure with. What can
sound more attractive than home rule
in taxation'.' It is ditlieult to speak
frankly of the danger that lies In itwithout sermiitK to question the right
and the capacity of the people for local
:.>» If-government. l*'or this reason the
most violent, opponents of tax segre¬
gation seldom discuss this danger pub¬
licly.

Itut do not for a moment Imagine be¬
cause this argument against fiscal
home rule does not resound from tho
stump and the rostrum that it Is with¬
out weight. More ncople are afraid of
freakish and unwise pollciou on tho

s

part of loc;il governing boards than arewillinn to proclaim It Purthermore,
il Is not from (lie stump and the ioh
Hum nowadays that results are a otn-
pllshed. A little frank and Informal
talk !unr>i:K friends, a few quiet words
in committee meetings convoy moi
arguments, shape tnore opinions. and
get iii«.»r»; votes than nine-tenths of this
campaign speeches and editorial 11r«.
H'orlts that draw the crowds and illl
the newspapers Not long in o a plan
somewhat slmihir to that of Mr. lloiirr
was turned down, at hast temporarily,
in oil' of our Sta t u. i happen to know
personally th.it tho i ru tie w'a s decidedi.y the In lief in certain quiirtTs that
the complications, confusion ar.d pos¬
sible. injustice arising out of uneoi:-
t rolled power in the localities to lax
propertj would damage the welfare of
the State
Tln ro is little doubt. that this b.dief

would he as pclent in our I'.enerai A«-
M>intil> as it was in that other State.
If, therefore. Mr. Moore's plan implies
the uncontrolled power of counties,
towns and cities to tax property In any
way and at any rate that tliev may at
any time .set* tit. that plan is not likolv
over to ho enacted into law in Vir¬
ginia.
I.oent Option In .Not Itrnlly Involved,.
Hut I utterly tail to see whv this

so-called local option in taxation'
should he considered a necessary part
of th'i plan. The separation of the
sources of revenue does 11*»t involve the
abdication b> the State Janisiaturc of
any part of Its control over the h';»h-
t les.

It is very Important that advocaten
of ta\ reform in Virginia should bear
this in mind. It is very necessary that
they .should he.stir themselves, ai 1 see
to it that any hill providing for 'ax
segregation should earetullv detine and
limit the taxing powers of the heal
t «. st. If this bo done, one of the chief
arguments against this method of ts \

reform, an argument that has (h-lcated
it elsewhere, will have no application
in Virg'nia. To prepare the proper hill
will r< >tulrti not only painstaking care,
but also an intimate knowledge ot
local conditions. Kvery stop should
he taken publicly and in conference
with the interests involved; and every
move should he .subject to Statu-wlde
scrutiny and criticism. f heartily in¬
dorse, therefore, Mr. Moore's sugges-
lion that the Assembly select a mixed
commission to complete his plan and to
report at an extra session called for
the purpose a year hence.

What Is nn Kln.stle Tin System f
There is .vet a third general argu¬

ment against tax segregation. an.! it
is by far the strongest in the list. Tilt:
argument us that such a system makes
the State revenue inelastic, or rather
perversely elastic. What does this
mean? It means that the State would
lie unable to Increase its Income when
its needs grow or when emergencies
arise; nor could il readilv cut down its
income or lower taxes, if by chance its
needs should diminish. This is due to
the nature of the taxes set aside for
exclusive Stale use. I'nder any feasi¬
ble scheme for segregation the greatbulk of the State's revenue comes from
the taxes on corporations and on busi¬
ness. The rates of these, taxes cannot
he made variable or he frequently re-
adjusted without disturbing and even
disastrous results. In this they differ
widely from a direct tax on propertylor income. As a consequence, the
amount of the State's revenue Is fixed
by forces beyond its control. When
"times are good and business is pros¬
perous, the treasury may accumulate
jau unnecessary and troublesome sur¬
plus. Kxtravagance then becomes in-
evltable, because the surplus cannot be
cut flown by lowering taxes. On the
other hand, "when times are hard" and
business depressed, the treasury be¬
comes dangerously depleted.

Kvoii If general business conditions
should remain normal, it is practically
certain that a State's needs will change
mnterlally In a period of eight or ten
years, or even less. The change is
most likely to appear In the form of
.an increase. Of course, there ought to
be. at the same time a conservative
but general expansion of business that
would provide a growing yield from
the taxes set aside for State use. Mr.

j Moore thinks our expenditures in Vir-
t-rinla would not. or should not, be al-lowed to outgrow this norma! increase
of revenue. Hut if wo can keep within
the limits of a revenue thus lixed by
outside forces, we shall do what no
other State has yet achieved.with one
except ion.for any considerable length jof time. The exception was offered by t
<'onnectlcfit. She was one of the first
States to try this system. As early as
1800 slm. abandoned the general prop,
orty tax for State purposes. By va¬
rious shifts and devices, more or loss
unsatisfactory, she dispensed with It.
for twenty years, but in llill the need
of more revenue forced her to return
to it. In Now York tho separation of
sources was almost complcto for llvo
years beginning with 1006, but tho

v-:-..*-.V.-;

of building p 11 . I > rojds and c a -

aigmg the Krl<- ..I set- .: h*-;
for Ill* J.i«t feu ..-.us to ! :i aliliualijuhoijt * i>0 fryl .1 gen tal prop-
. H;. tax
Mr. >loorr i< lamelim* Mrluii.

aIi. Munii! admits. though h< <1 i
vci u udgli gly, tIf* lack of elasticity
lit ni* |. 1.111. 'i'ii provide against
tlngi i i«- that may ait tioni tlit:
defect 1 . snj,-.;. 11 h two mi-tin s Thru
Nllg V . ,st ioriH HI I I'V i." Ml!' leafct piaisu-
w< r t hy f .-.i t in '

ij u iiii.
Ill- pt upose «. in tip; Ilrst pht< <. thaitin- State Hhoul'l »¦:< umulat> at the raler,f 0 .1 r ;i surplus, t> Uc

available for "contingencies. ' Now
i.i-t wl.at is a "contingency." and how
serio-is must it be lieforo the nuiplus
a:i I.- iclied? Will not every legis¬lator know at !.¦?:,t t v.'u or three worthy"ivntiiifi'iirlrs «!i which ii? employ

;i)i idle and fattening surplus' 1 at
ufi.ilil the "watch doijs of th* treasury"would Imvn, to take thoir fiingx to theil< Mist it' tltey ore In I.old of; tin- CUR-
ihihi:iu y shouters thai would visit
i::< hnu ' '' every two Aral evei.
If the w ateh dogs how longIs t ' 1«. MirpltlK tO In* allowed tO glOV..-hall we 11 ..at i! 11K. a Jack pat, anil
turn it nil .(i last to the faitlon that
I'll* up th<- i'< -. hiuff? C'i shull we
providt thi' < i v six or eight years
tti*' n > Ion to irr» cut, whether the

itn-L'tTii ." 1m ripe or not?
Tl .. slnipio tiiitM in that th«ro ii

nothing in i>uh)l<' finance more dCtnoi-.liang than ii surplus It Is a sourcei.T -of st.ii.t hitti-rn-'sn to tin- tar; paves,who i. » 1 i.'uit they art*, hiring- robbedwithout h<m'.¦srtlty. \nd tt is i griev
una temptation to recklessness on tlx-
) it of tl.<.-... tespotifcible lot the Slat-
finances.

Ii. hort. if the Miccc: s of ; "^ri k'
tloli depend; on * lie accumulation of a
m: r pi us, iii my opinion t: pl^n is l .'
wortiiv of < "MMiderat Ionw'li.v Vol Keep l>n a* We \refMr. .Moore propose?. i'i the seeotalplace, that th'- Assutnhly reserve tlo-
:is,'lit to li'vv wh''M iieee*Kii a generalproperty t ix of ¦> < cntu on the hundreddollars The objection to this is that
it Would have a strong teiitlern y u> p< I
pituate the ver: abuses iroin whi> h hi-'plan it* devisi-d to relieve us-.'I'll'- most effective wav to ui\e tilovired elabtieity. while preserving allti e merits of the plan. I pointed outin a former letter. It is known as the
apportionment 1.. expenditures method.The Stale ascertain.- the difference i><
tween its need; and the income fromits separate sources, and then it upportions the amount of this differtnef
iiiiiong the counties and cities on thel>as|f< of their own ordinary and regu¬lar expenditures. An r have aln.id\described this method and noted .some
oi its important incidental advantages,I believe it is unnecessary to say moi <

about It here.
The diflietiltie.H in the way of segre¬gation that have thus far been de-scribed are of a general character, and

are found In all States where thechange of system has been uMomptcd.There are others that are peculiar toVirginia, aid that many men believeto he equally strong.
Hut. this letter has already run lotoo great :i length, and I shall ask for

an opportunity to present these di(li-cullies at another time.

Queries and Answers
( linrlotte Coriln), ('<(<*.
Where may one tind the facts aliont

Charlotte ('onlay and about tin
sculptor of "The Greek Slave'."'

!.'. It.
In any encyclopedia. Hiram Cow¬

ers made the "Greek Slave."

Taxation.
What amount of tax would a ichi-

ilcnl of Richmond pay on
.1. W. C

To the State. $3,212 (including cap!
tation), and to tho city,

Itnll^rn.r.
How should a letter he addressed to

reach the superintendent of the New
River. llolston and Western Rail¬
road? O. M. S.

Superintendent, N. It., II W,,Abingdon, \'a.

SAVINGS A('COUNTS at. a per cent
interest are invited. l-'umls are pro¬
tected by conservative management.State and Government supervision and
largo Capital and Surplus.

Capital and Surptiin, $ I ,<I00.(M)0.(M».

National State and City Bank


